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Time for An Inner City Residents Association?
The Labour Party candidate for Wellington Central, Grant Robertson, is inviting inner city residents to a meeting to discuss the establishment of a Residents Association for Wellington inner city dwellers at St John’s Church Hall, Dixon St on 17 June at 7.30pm.

“My discussions with inner city residents indicate that there is both a need for, and an interest in, establishing an Inner City Residents Association (ICRA). It would provide people a forum to collaborate on issues that affect them, and a vehicle to raise them with the Council and other relevant organisations.”

“Lambton Ward councillors Pannett, Cook and McKinnon are very good at engaging city residents by going out to them through public consultation processes and public meetings. ICRA is different in that it creates a forum for residents to take their issues to the Council,”

Grant does not see this as a partisan or political vehicle.  “Many inner city residents have been talking to me about the unique issues they face living in the city, so I thought I would take the initiative to bring people together, but if people don’t want it to happen, it won’t,”

“Inner city residents often use their body corporates to raise issues, but this doesn’t give them a collective voice. I believe ICRA could do that,”

Inner city resident, Gus Charteris supports Grant’s idea and is keen to be involved in ICRA. “Grant has my full support for this initiative. It is great that he has seen a need in our community to get people together to discuss these issues,” said Gus.

“We have a number of issues as residents of the inner city. One of those is ‘non notifiable consents’ which means that some developments don’t even need to go out for consultation to the residents that are most affected by them,” said Gus.

“We do choose to live in the city, so we expect noise and development. But we would also like to be involved in decisions that affect our lives,” said Gus.

Grant says that inner city residents have also raised issues of the way the inner city is being developed, parking and traffic, connectedness, and safety. 

Grant is inviting representatives of existing Residents Associations to the meeting so that they can give inner city residents an idea of what an association might do and how it might be structured.

“In many ways the inner city is the heart of Wellington with many of our creative people, hospitality workers and government officials living there. I think ICRA will help connect these people and give them a sense of being part of a neighbourhood and community.”

Note to editors: Please add this event to your ‘community event listing section’
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For more information, please contact: Grant Robertson 021 270 9023
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