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Inner City Residents 
Association Formed  

Wellingtonôs burgeoning inner-city community 
now has a unified voice to take issues to the 
Council and other authorities.  The Wellington 
Inner City Residents and Business Association 
(WICRABA) was officially incorporated earlier in 
the year and elected David Wood as its 
President. 

I am particularly pleased about this.  After 
approaches from inner city residents last year I 
called a meeting to gauge interest in forming a 
residents group.  Our initial meeting showed 
there was sufficient enthusiasm to press on.  
About the same time former Mayor and MP 
Mark Blumsky was trying to form a group of 
Cuba St retailers and residents. It made sense 
to bring the two together and WICRABA was the 
outcome. 

David and his team of Vice Presidents are there 
to be a voice for the concerns and thoughts of 
inner city residents.  The recent Council survey 
of inner city residents indicated that people in 
the inner-city are generally happy, but there are 
still issues to do with noise, anti-social 
behaviour, recycling and access to recreational 
facilities. 

WICBRA is there as a voice for inner city 
residents on these and other issues.  If you are 
an inner city resident why not get involved.  
Contact Anna in the electorate office if you want 
more information or email 
WICRABA@gmail.com. 
 

Legislating  
To Protect  

The Town Belt  
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The Town Belt is one of the true joys of living in Wellington.  
Having green space close to the city that is in public hands is a 
fantastic legacy from our early settlers. 

I said in my maiden speech to Parliament that working to protect 
and enhance the Town Belt was a priority for me, and I have got 
down to work to make that a reality. 

A key step will be the introduction of a local bill that will give 
greater legal protection to the Town Belt.  This Bill was originally 
drafted in 2003, but was delayed while the Port Nicholson Treaty 
Claim was settled.  Now that has happened, it is time to re-start 
work on the Bill. 

The purpose of the Bill is to clarify the basis on which the Town 
Belt is administered, and to ensure that the intent of the original 
deed gifting the land to the people of the city is reflected in law.  It 
will also create a clear procedure for adding, and where 
appropriate removing land from the Town Belt.  In addition the 
draft of the Bill notes the place of tangata whenua in the on-going 
protection of the land. 

I am working with the Council, local iwi and other interested 
stakeholders at the moment to review the draft Bill before it is put 
out for public consultation. I would like to see the Bill introduced to 
Parliament before the end of this year, but it is very important that 
we get widespread agreement on the Bill before then. 

I am also in discussion with Council and interested parties, 
endeavouring to find a mechanism to ensure that land the Crown 
has taken from the Town Belt over the years, is returned when it is 
no longer used for the purpose it was taken (such as for schools 
and utilities).  This could take the form of legislation or through 
some other agreement. 

The Wellington City Council is also looking to review the Town 
Belt Management Plan in the course of the next couple of years.  
This will be a further opportunity for the people of Wellington to 
have input on how our green space should be looked after. 

My commitment is that I will be an advocate throughout these 
processes for protecting and enhancing the Town Belt, and 
ensuring that it remains as the original deed says ñ to be forever 
hereafter used and appropriated as a public recreation groundò for 
all the people of Wellington. 



 

 
 
Å I have been receiving quite a few emails and 
letters about the proposed flyover beside the Basin 
Reserve.  There is a lot of concern in the 
community about how this will affect the Basin as a 
venue for sport and other activities.  At this stage 
there are no final designs to look at, but I am keen 
to hear your views.  Email me at                                  
office@grantrobertson.co.nz  
 
Å The proposed War Memorial Park in Buckle St 
has been put on hold while the government 
undertakes its line by line review of expenditure. 
Good progress had been made by the last 
government in finding a design that was 
acceptable to interested parties, including the local 
school.   
 
 

I hope the Government will get the project going so that we 
can honour our servicemen and women, and provide another 
green space in the city. 
 
Å Once again the families who use the child cancer facilities 
at Wellington Hospital are facing uncertainty, with the two 
specialist doctors who run the unit resigning.  This is a very 
stressful time for all involved.  I am working with Annette 
King to ensure that parents and children involved are given 
some certainty over their access to services. 

Mobile  
Electorate Office  
 
Look out for a letter from me 
telling you when my mobile 
electorate office will be visiting 
your area.   Every second 
Sunday I will be out and about in 
a part of the electorate so you 
have the chance to come and 
raise any issues you like with 
me.  So far the response has 
been fantastic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the same time New Zealand has very high rates of asthma and respiratory infections - with children, the elderly and 
those on lower incomes the worst hit. This can change. A comprehensive nationwide retrofitting scheme would make 
houses warmer, save on power bills, take pressure off our health system, cut absenteeism at work and schools, and create 
real jobs. Households use about a third of New Zealandôs electricity. Proper insulation can significantly reduce a 
householdôs energy consumption. Using less electricity in our homes means lower electricity bills for Kiwis, less coal and 
gas burned, and reduced demand for new power stations. By making our homes healthier weôre reducing our carbon 
footprint at the same time. 

Community Champions  
 
In the next issue of óKeeping in Touchô, there will be an 
opportunity to honour the work of Wellingtonôs unsung 
heroes. The ñCommunity Championsò award  will be given 
out to those in the community who go the extra mile and who 
often go unnoticed and unrewarded. 
 
If you would like to nominate someone for this award please 

email the nominees name to office@grantrobertson.co.nz . 

Electorate Office  
 
My electorate office on the ground floor 
of 220 Willis St is open from 9.30am-
4.30pm Monday to Friday.  Anna and 
Sheila are there throughout the week 
and always happy to help with any 
issues and will make appointments to 
see me.  You can contact the office at: 

 

Tel: 04 801 8079  
Fax: 04 801 7866  

Email: office@grantrobertson.co.nz  
 
 
 
 
 

�‡ HOT TOPICS  �‡ HOT TOPICS  �‡ HOT TOPICS 
 �‡   

 
More than a million New Zealand homes are not properly insulated. 
Almost half a million homes ï a quarter of all houses in our country 
ï could be making their occupants sick. Why? Because they donôt 
have adequate insulation which means they are cold, damp, 
mouldy and draughty. 
 
A recent study found three quarters of homes do not have insulated 
walls, two thirds have no underfloor insulation and one in six homes 
have no insulation at all.  
 


