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Grant Robertson and John Bickerton overlooking the 
city at the Stellin Memorial Park.  

I was lucky enough to be 
invited by the US State 
Department on a study tour to 
the United States in 
September to investigate US 
Foreign Policy. This was a 
great  opportunity  to  talk  to  a 
multitude of decision  makers, 
lobbyists,  academics, unions, 
businesses and ordinary folk in  
different  parts  of  the US 
about how they view the world 
and their place in it,  and  even           

 

   

 

where New Zealand fits in .President Obamaôs 
positioning on Foreign Policy could be described 
as one of engagement. He is working hard, often 
quietly behind the scenes at developing the 
relationships he needs to solve problems that are 
beyond any individual country. There is some 
optimism that there will be positive outcomes on 
climate change and nuclear disarmament. 

However, he is dealing with a host of difficult 
issues both domestically (healthcare, 
unemployment) and internationally (Afghanistan, 
Middle East) and an increasingly hostile 
response on the right of the political spectrum.  
These are challenging times indeed for his 
administration and his success or otherwise will 
affect us all. 

 

Despite its size and prominence, Stellin Memorial Park (over 15 acres 
on the city side of Tinakori Hill) is little known amongst Wellingtonians. 
The land located in Northland, on the edge of Tinakori Hill, was gifted to 
the Wellington City Council in 1964 by James Stellin, in memory of his 
only son, Pilot Officer James Kingston Stellin.  Originally part of the 
Town Belt the land became alienated and was referred to by him as the 

ñOrangi Kaupapa Landsò.   

James Kingston Stellin learned to fly in the Wellington Aero Club where 
his father was a life member. On leaving Scots College at the age of 
eighteen, he enlisted in the NZRAF as soon as he could and in 1942 

started pilot training and embarked for England in January 1943.   

Stellin flew Hawker Typhoon fighter planes with 609 Squadron during 
the battle of Normandy destroying German radar stations, tanks and 
transport. On the 19

th
 August 1944 just as the Battle of Normandy was 

being won, he was patrolling the Orbec Bernay area for retreating 
enemy transport. Leaving the group to investigate a wood possibly 
hiding German tanks, he strayed over occupied territory and running 

out of fuel sought to make an emergency landing.  

The plane was headed for a French village of St Maclou la Briere and 
more particularly its school.  Instead of ñbailing outò of the falling plane - 
an act that may well have saved his life -  pilot Stellin selflessly 
manoeuvred his plane to avoid crashing into housing, killing himself.  

The villagers were amazed to find this young man, who had sacrificed 
his life for them, had come from New Zealand half the world away. Pilot 
Officer James Kingston Stellin, was buried in a tiny graveyard in St 
Maclou La Briere. He was honoured posthumously by France with a 
Croix de Guerre avec Palme (the Palme signifying the French 

Resistance).   

In 1977 in accordance with a bequest in the Stellin will, a lookout was 
built in Stellin Memorial Park but the Stellin name was originally not 
included on it.  This has subsequently been rectified, but there is still 
nothing in the city to indicate the full story behind the Memorial. With 
John Bickerton, a local historian and enthusiast, I have taken up the 
case with the Wellington City Council.  The good news is that the 
Council with Scots College will undertake further work at the Memorial 
that will recognise Stellin and his heroics.  There is also a strong link 
with St Maclou la Biere that will hopefully be developed with the 
possibility of exchanges and visits. For more information visit 
http://www.grantrobertson.co.nz/stellin.  

- Information for article supplied by John Bickerton  

 

Images supplied by John Bickerton. 
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   HOT TOPICS       HOT TOPICS       HOT TOPICS     

WELLINGTON CHOOSES FAIR TRADE 

On the 17th September the Wellington City 
Council unanimously agreed that Wellington 
is to become New Zealandôs first fair trade 
city.   

The campaign for Wellington to become a 
Fair Trade city has been spearheaded by a 
committed organising group representing 
individuals and community groups.  

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Every Wednesday night at 9:10pm TVNZ 
7ôs Back Benches is filmed live at the 
Backbencher pub on Molesworth Street, 
opposite Parliament. Its fun and a great 
evening out.  

THANKS AND SEASONS GREETINGS... 

It has been a year since I had the honour to be elected as 
MP for Wellington Central.  Time has flown, and I am really 
enjoying the opportunity to be an advocate for the people of 
our great community. All the places I go and the people I 
meet confirm we have much to celebrate, and plenty more 
potential in our city. Please get in touch if you need any 
help. My electorate office is open Monday to Friday and 
either Anna or Sheila will make an appointment for you to 
see me.  Finally, I want to wish you and and your families 
an enjoyable and safe festive season. 

Ҧ  ADULT AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION CUTS.  

More than 180,000 people are likely to miss out on night 
classes next year following funding cuts in Mayôs budget. 
This is a short-sighted move that was made without any 
consultation with the sector and highlights the 
Governmentôs ignorance of the benefits of lifelong 
learning.   Indications are that schools in the Wellington 
region will either offer significantly reduced or no 
programmes at all. You can still register your concern 
about these cuts by writing to Education Minister Hon Anne 
Tolley c/- Parliament Buildings, Wellington. 

Ҧ SUPER CITY FOR WELLINGTON? 

Recent talk of a Wellington Super City, matching that of 
Auckland, has sparked a lot of debate in Wellington City. I 
am of the belief that any change to  how  local  government  

 

I have worked alongside them over the last couple of years and I know they 
have worked very hard to get the Council to the point where they made the 
decision. I want to particularly single out Paul Barber from Trade Aid for his 
leadership. 

Becoming a Fair Trade city requires the Council to officially endorse the 
concept and to use fair trade products itself. There is also a requirement 
that a minimum number of businesses, educational institutions, churches 
and community groups sign up to use Fair Trade products. Wellingtonians 
have endorsed the idea, and the Council has now added its voice. 

Fair Trade is about ensuring that those who farm products get a fair and 
decent living from their work. It also encourages sustainable practices and 
provides assistance to affordable credit for developing country farmers. 

It is an important part of creating a sustainable and equitable trading system 
globally, and I am proud that Wellington will now be officially promoting it. 
 

EDUCATION ISSUES 

FORUM 

MOBILE ELECTORATE 

OFFICE 

I am hosting a forum on Education issues 
on Sunday 13

th
 December at 4pm at the 

Crossways Community Centre in Roxburgh 
St, Mt Victoria. The guest speaker will be 
Kelvin Davis MP. Kelvin is a former 
principal of Kaitaia Intermediate, and has 
some interesting and innovative ideas 
about the future of education in New 
Zealand.  Please come along and join in 
the discussion. 

I have been out in different parts of the 
electorate in my mobile electorate office. 
So far I have visited Karori, Northland, Mt 
Cook, Mt Victoria, Thorndon, Brooklyn and 
Oriental Bay. Keep an eye out for a letter 
telling you when I will be visiting your area, 
and come along and have a chat. 
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runs in Wellington should be driven by the voters, not by 
politicians or officials. Something as fundamental as changes 
to democratic representation needs to be based on a clear 
will of the people. Let me know what you think about whether 
there should be a Super City in the Wellington region?  Email 

grant@grantroberson.co.nz.  

 Ÿ ACC CHANGES 

New Zealanders should be proud of ACC.  It gives us a no 
fault scheme with low administration costs and excellent 
coverage. While costs have increased in recent times, there 
is no need for the levy increases or cuts to entitlements that 
National is proposing.  More than that, opening the scheme 
up to private companies will undermine the scheme. Find out 
more about the changes by visiting www.ACCworks.org.nz. 

mailto:grant@grantroberson.co.nz
http://www.accworks.org.nz/

